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2020: the hottest year since 1900! 

When it came to accommodating the hottest year on record since 1900, we relied on our in-depth 
knowledge of our soils and the resilience of our vineyards, which are in the process of conversion to 
organic agriculture. 

Thanks to signifi cant levels of rainfall in winter and spring, the soils were able to retain suffi cient 
water to counteract the effects of the summer drought. Very early on, we had to intervene in the 
vineyards, removing leaves to create a favourable microclimate that helped the vines resist the 
threat of mildew.

An exemplary response from our terroir

In 2018, we made the choice to refocus on our fi nest Saint-Estèphe terroir, which consists, in essence, 
of deep clay gravels (80% of our vineyards). That decision really paid off this year, with fl owering 
taking place a week earlier on those gravels compared to the clay-limestone plots. 

This early fl owering, combined with the summer heat, permitted us to begin harvesting a few 
days earlier than in 2019, with the aim of preserving the ‘al dente’ character of the fruit. So we 
started picking on 15th September and fi nished on 30th September 2020. The Merlots distinguish 
themselves by their remarkable depth. The Cabernet Sauvignon berries we picked were very small 
and concentrated, meaning that yields were lower than usual.  

Winemaking with extreme precision

After intense effort to chill the vats down, to prevent any excess in the vinifi cation process, 
gentleness was the watchword when it came to making this year’s wine. To make sure that the 
harmony we sought wasn’t unbalanced by the exceptional tannic potential of the grapes, our 
team worked with great precision to keep everything in perfect equilibrium. The Merlots, which are 
beautifully intense, dominate the blend, just as they did in 2019. 

Harmony and passion

The fragrance of Château Lilian Ladouys 2020 blends fresh blackberries and notes of Burlat cherry; 
the palate is rounded, powerful and intense, with velvety tannins. The wine has the breadth and 
generosity to encompass notes of liquorice, orange peel and cocoa.

La Devise de Lilian 2020 is scented with tangy notes of red fruits such as cranberries; initially 
remarkably gentle, supple and appetising on the palate, it culminates with a hint of chocolate. 

HARVEST FROM 15/09/2020 TO 30/09/2020
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TECHNICAL 
INFORMATION CHÂTEAU LILIAN LADOUYS

Alcohol (%vol) 13.44 13.04

Total Acidity
(g/l H2SO4) 3.1 3.2

pH

Total Phenolics

3.88

74

3.91

73

LA DEVISE DE LILIAN

BLEND CHÂTEAU LILIAN LADOUYS

Merlot 59% 51%

Carbernet Sauvignon

Cabernet Franc

37%

1%

49%

-

Petit Verdot 3% -

LA DEVISE DE LILIAN




